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Festina  Lente. 

PREFACE 

This  little  book,  an  attempt  at  teaching  finger-reading, 
is  for  the  use  of  Home  Teachers.  It  is  written  also  for 
the  educated  man  without  a  teacher,  who  has  lost  or 
is  in  danger  of  losing  his  sight,  and  who  has  a  friend  to 
read  the  NOTES  to  him. 

After  hearing  the  instructions  the  pupil  should  read 
aloud  from  the  Braille,  letter  by  letter  ;  if  he  makes  a 
mistake  the  teacher  should  tell  him,  but,  unless  the 
pupil  has  a  very  bad  memory,  not  name  the  correct 
letter. 

Those  who  already  read  Braille,  and  want  to  improve 
their  speed,  are  advised  to  practice  the  signs  over  and 
over  again  according  to  the  instructions  given.  At  first 
there  m.&y  be  no  improvement ;  there  will  probably  be 
a  temporary  loss  of  speed,  but  if  the  touch  can  be 
lightened  an  increase  will  follow. 

Sighted  people  learning  finger-reading  should  not  look 
at  the  Braille. 


The  signs  are  introduced,  not  alphabetically,  but  in  an 
order  in  which  they  are  most  easily  distinguished  by 
touch,  and  are  grouped  in  classes  according  to  their 
shape.  By  this  arrangement  signs  difficult  to  recognise 
are  not  encountered  until  the  fingers  have  grown  more 
sensitive  ;  meanwhile  the  pupil  is  encouraged  by  his 
progress. 

Signs  once  introduced  are  repeated  in  all  subsequent 
lessons.  In  the  first  lesson  four  signs  are  given  ;  in  the 
next  eight — the  four  previous  ones  and  four  new  ones, 
and  so  on. 

All  Braille  patterns  used  in  Grade  II.  are  introduced. 
Lower  signs,  and  signs  of  Line  7  (with  the  exception  of 
necessary  full  stops)  are  omitted,  as  they  differ  from  the 
corresponding  upper  and  lateral  ones  in  position  only. 
The  Alphabet  is  given  for  reference  at  the  end  of  the 
book. 

The  loose-leaf  binding  in  the  Braille  Edition  enables  any 
sheet  to  be  withdrawn  for  study  while  the  rest  are  kept 
free  from  pressure. 

Eastbourne,  January,  1932. 


NOTE. 

The  following  alterations  have  been  made  in  the 
Braille  Edition  which  is  now  printed  according  to 
the  rules  of  Standard  Braille: — 

P  CLASS  contd.  (p.  11,  lines  4—6) 

BlyE  or  able    gable  bubble 

NUMBER  Sign  i    2    3  17 

pack  up  a  valuable  thing  for  Max 


O  CLASS  (p.  19,  line  3) 

I  am  giving  each  boy  plum  and  apple  pie 

0  CLASS  (p.  21,  lines  1,  2,  6) 

Q  for  Quite  quill    quip  equal 

ER  baker    lover  chopper 

....  came  past  me  .... 

D  CLASS  (p.  25,  lines  5,  6) 

A  quivering  mist  .... 

....  with  a  thick  covering  .... 


S  CLASS  (p.  33,  line  5,  and  page  35  line  3) 

....  nibbled  the  square  block  of  cheese 
....  cloth  for  supper.    Then  boil  .... 


R  CLASS  (p.  37,  line  3) 

....  Fish  swim. 


February,  1934 


TRAINING  THE  FINGERS 
TO  FEEL  BRAILLE 


NOTES 


WHAT  IS  BRAILLE  ? 

Braille  is  a  system  of  embossed  writing  based  on  six 
dots  arranged  in  three  horizontal  rows  of  two,  like  a 
domino  six.  The  dots  are  close  together.  The  space 
they  occupy  is  called  a  CELL. 

Each  dot  is  known  by  number.  Dots  i  and  2  are  the 
top  pair  of  the  cell,  left  and  right ;  3  and  4  the  middle, 
5  and  6  the  bottom  pair.  (Odd  numbers  are  on  the  left, 
•even  ones  on  the  right.) 

If  any  dot  is  omitted  a  different  combination  is  formed 
— sometimes  several  are  omitted,  sometimes  only  one 
is  used.  63  combinations,  called  SIGNS,  are  possible, 
making  44  different  patterns.  Twenty-six  signs  stand 
for  the  letters  of  the  alphabet — their  shapes  bearing  no 
resemblance  to  the  letters — others  stand  for  punctuation 
marks,  combinations  of  letters,  or  words. 

PRELIMINARY  INSTRUCTIONS 

Sit  in  a  comfortable  position.  Put  the  Braille  book 
on  a  table,  or  on  anything  flat  on  your  knee — a  big  book 
will  do.  Let  it  lie  quite  straight,  and  a  little  to  one  side. 
Your  arm  should  hang  loosely  from  the  shoulder  ;  the 
forearm  should  be  as  nearly  as  possible  at  right  angles 
to  the  body  ;  the  wrist  no  higher  than  the  elbow  ;  and 
the  hand  very  light  and  flat,  with  the  weight  on  wrist 
and  finger-tips.  If  your  book  is  on  a  table  see  that  your 
chair  is  high  enough. 
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Practise  the  following  Relaxation  Exercise 
before  each  spell  of  Reading  : — 

Raise  the  hand  and  forearm,  resting  the  elbow  on  the 
table.  Hold  the  hand  stiffly,  the  fingers  wide  apart ; 
then  relax  the  fingers  and  drop  the  hand  and  forearm 
slowly  and  limply.  Repeat  this  several  times,  each  time 
making  the  hand  and  fingers  stiffer,  or  limper,  than 
before.  When  reading  the  hand  should  lie  on  the  page 
as  limply  as  possible. 

ELEMENTARY  CLASS  (page  one) 

Feel  page  i.  At  the  top  there  are  four  embossed  letters, 
A,  K,  Iy,  and  B.  The  corresponding  Braille  signs  are 
below.  On  the  left  are  eight  short  lines  in  pairs — 
they  are  Guiding  Lines  to  keep  the  finger  straight — 
three  more  pairs  are  in  the  middle  of  the  page.  Find 
the  top  pair  of  guiding  lines  on  the  left.  Stroke  them 
several  times  with  one  finger,  slowly  and  lightly  from 
left  to  right,  touching  both  lines  at  once.  The  fingers 
not  in  use  must  be  flat,  not  tucked  under  the  palm  of 
the  hand. 

On  the  right  of  the  guiding  lines  is  a  space  of  about 
i  inch  ;  beyond  it  is  a  dot.  This  is  A  ;  Dot  i,  the  top 
left  dot  of  the  cell. 

Find  the  second  pair  of  guiding  lines  on  the  left. 
Stroke  them  lightly  ;  then,  without  lifting  your  finger 
off  the  page,  move  to  the  right  till  you  feel  two  dots. 
Touch  both  at  once.  This  is  K-for-Knowledge.  (Signs 
are  not  given  in  alphabetical  order  :  those  most 
easily  recognized  are  picked  out  first.)  K-for- 
Knowledge  is  on  the  left  of  the  cell ;  its  dots  are  i,  5 
(see  p.  7).  A  letter  and  a  word  are  generally  linked 
together,  as  K-for-Knowledge.  This  avoids  confusion 
between  letters  of  similar  sound,  like  P  and  B,  and  helps 
pupils  to  memorize  a  list  of  words  which  will  be  useful 
later. 

Q.    What  does  K-for-Knowledge  feel  like  ? 

(If  in  doubt  go  back  to  the  guiding  lines .  Think 
out  answers  to  the  questions  for  yourself.) 

A.    It  has  two  dots,  one  over  the  other,  with  a 
space  between  them. 
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If  you  feel  only  one  dot  your  hand  is  not  flat  enough.  If 
you  do  not  feel  the  space  press  more  lightly.  If  the  top 
dot  does  not  seem  directly  over  the  lower  one  your  hand 
is  crooked — straighten  it  on  the  guiding  lines. 

Move  your  hand  to  the  right  of  the  central  guiding 
lines  till  you  feel  four  letters — your  first  Braille  word, 
the  name  of  a  Xew  Zealand  parrot.  Spell  it  aloud. 
Ask  only  if  you  are  right  or  wrong,  do  not  ask  to  be 
told  what  the  word  is. 

Then  read  with  another  finger,  placing  the  book  on  the 
side  of  the  reading  hand.  Train  two  fingers  of  each 
hand,  though  probably  you  will  read  best  with  one 
particular  finger. 

Remember  : — 

To  feel  both  guiding  lines  at  once  ; 

To  keep  your  hand  limp  : 

To  move  slowly,  and  touch  lightly. 

Do  not  read  for  longer  than  ten  minutes  at  first. 
"LITTLE  AND  OFTEN"  is  a  good  motto  for  beginners. 

L  Stroke  the  third  pair  of  guiding  lines,  then  feel 
L-for-Like  underneath  A  and  K.  Touch  all  its  dots  at 
once  with  a  slight  sideways  tremor.  Never  stroke  a 
sign  downwards. 

Q.    What  is  the  difference  between  K  and  L  ? 
A .    K  has  two  dots  with  a  space  between  them. 

L  has  three  close  together. 
Q.    Is  L  as  long  as  K? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.    L-for-Like  is  on  the  left  of  the  cell :  what  are 
its  dot  numbers  ? 

A.  1,3,5. 

If  the  dot  numbers  puzzle  you  leave  them  alone ; 
provided  you  can  distinguish  one  sign  from  another  you 
will  be  able  to  read. 

Stroke  the  central  guiding  lines  and  read  the  word  on 
the  right.  Change  afterwards  to  another  finger.  If 
your  hand  aches  after  reading  for  ten  minutes  it  is  not 
limp  enough. 
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The  last  sign  is  B-for-But. 

The  routine  of  relaxing,  stroking,  and  feeling,  should  be 
observed  throughout  the  course.  Omit  nothing  :  in 
these  first  lessons  you  are  laying  the  foundation  of  your 
touch. 

Q.    B-for  But  and  K-for-Knowledge  both  have  two 
dots     How  do  they  differ  ? 

A .    B  is  shorter  :  its  dots  are  close  together. 

Q.    What  is  the  difference  between  B-for-But  and 
L-for-Like  ? 

A .    B  has  two  dots  ;  Iy,  three. 

Q.    B-for-But  has  the  top  and  middle  dots  on  the 
left ;  what  are  its  dot  numbers  ? 

A.    i,  3. 

Read  the  three  words  on  the  right  (there  is  a  space 
between  words  as  in  print).  Compare  B  and  L.  If  you 
are  uncertain  about  a  sign  go  back  to  the  guiding  lines, 
or  compare  it  with  a  sign  you  know. 

Practise  this  lesson  many  times,  using  different  fingers. 
Keep  hand  and  wrist  straight.  Do  not  lift  your  finger 
off  the  page  between  words.  Take  a  rest  before 
attacking  the  next  lesson. 

[Here  it  may  be  advisable  for  a  beginner  to 
re-read  "WHAT  IS   BRAILLE?"  p.  7.} 


SIX  RULES  OF  TOUCH 

1.  Keep  your  hand  straight. 

2.  Keep  it  flat. 

3.  Keep  it  limp. 

4.  Keep  it  light. 

5.  Move  sideways  only. 

6.  Move  hand  and  wrist  together. 


SECONDARY  CLASS  (page  three) 


The  next  sign  is  C-for-Can. 

Q.    What  does  it  feel  like  ? 

A .    It  has  two  dots  close  together. 

Q.    B-for-But  also  has  two  dots  close  together. 

How  do  B-for-But  and  C-for-Can  differ  ? 
A .    B-for-But  has  one  dot  above    the    other  : 

C-for-Can  has  two  side  by  side. 
Q.    C-for-Can  is  written  at  the  top  of  the  cell  : 

What  are  its  dot  numbers  ? 
A.    i  ;  2. 


In  the  elementary  signs  A,  K,  L,  B,  only  the  left 
of  the  cell  is  used";  there  is  a  CLEAR  SPACE  on  the 
right.  In  C-for-Can  both  sides  are  used,  and  the  right 
dot  is  close  to  the  next  cell.  In  the  first  word  you 
will  feel  three  dots  like  L-for-Like  on  its  side.  You  are 
touching  two  signs,  C  and  A  ;  cells  have  only  two  dots 
in  their  width. 

There  are  three  examples  of  words  containing 
C-for-Can. 


The  second  sign  is  X-for-It.  No  convenient  word 
begins  with  X,  so  IT  is  used  as  a  word  sign. 

There  are  two  ways  of  feeling  this  sign  : — 

1.  Touching  first  the  left  side,  then  the  right.  It  will 
feel  like  a  blunt  K-for-Knowledge. 

2.  Touching  the  top  before  the  bottom.  It  will  then 
feel  like  two  C's,  one  above  the  other. 

If  necessary,  try  both  methods,  to  realize  the  shape  ; 
but  once  you  can  feel  it  from  left  to  right  never  do  so 
from  top  to  bottom  again.  To  move  the  finger  up  and 
down  hinders  speed. 

Q.    What  shape  is  X-for-It  ? 

A.    Like  K-for-Knowledge,  but  with  two  dots  at 

top  and  bottom. 
Q.    What  are  its  dots  ? 


A.    i,  5  ;  2,  6 — the  four  corner  dots. 

(To  help  the  pupil  to  visualize  from  left  to 
right,  left  numbers  are  given  first.) 

Q.    What  is  the  centre  like  ? 

A.    Hollow;   i.e.,  the  top  and  bottom  dots  are 
separated  by  a  space. 

One  word  illustrating  X-for-It  is  given.  Feel  the 
hollow  centre. 

The  third  sign  is  a  CONTRACTION,  or  sign  standing 
for  more  than  one  letter.  This  contraction  stands  for 
the  three  letters  F-O-R,  and  is  used  when  these  letters 
come  together,  as  in  FORT.  (FORT  is  written  with 
two  signs  only  in  Braille — FOR  and  T.)  Feel  the  left 
side  first. 

Q.  How  many  dots  are  on  the  left  ? 

A.  Three. 

Q.  How  many  on  the  right  ? 

A .  Three  also  ;  all  six  are  used. 

Q.  Could  FOR  be  mistaken  for  two  I/s  as  in  CAIyly  ? 

A .  No  :  two  I/s  have  a  clear  space  between  them. 
FOR  has  six  dots  close  together. 

One  example  illustrating  FOR  is  given.  It  is  close  to 
the  following  sign,  all  the  space  on  the  right  being  used. 

The  fourth  sign  is  G-for-Go. 
Q.    What  shape  is  it  ? 
A.  Square. 
Q.    What  are  its  dots  ? 

A.    i,  3  ;  2,  4.    The  top  and  middle  dots,  left  and 
right. 

Read  the  three  words  illustrating  G-for-Go,  feeling  G 
in  each  one.  Then  read  the  phrase  on  the  bottom  line. 
[Guiding  lines  are  not  given  for  phrases.]  Each  sign 
of  the  phrase,  except  C,  has  a  clear  space  after  it. 
Think  what  is  happening  if  you  feel  three  dots  like 
L-for-Iyike  on  its  side. 

Read  slowly.  Master  one  lesson  before  beginning  the 
next.  It  is  worth  while  spending  much  time  in  acquiring 
a  good  touch. 


SUMMARY 

Signs  of  the  Elementary  Class  have  a  Clear 
Space  on  the  right. 

Signs  of  the  Secondary  Class  have  both  sides  alike. 
LENGTH  AND  FORMATION  OF  SIGNS 

Signs  are  of  two  lengths.  Except  A  and  C,  they  are 
LONG  like  K-for-Knowledge,  or  SHORT  like  B-for-But. 
The  elementary  signs  A,  K,  L,  B,  form  the  basis  of 
the  rest. 

Dots  on  the  left  of  a  sign  are  either  : — 

A  single  dot  (at  top,  middle,  or  bottom), 
K, 

B,  or  lower  B  (one  written  in  the  lower  part  Of  the 
cell). 

Dots  on  the  right  are  either  : — 

A  single  dot  (at  top,  middle,  or  bottom), 
False  K, 
False  Iy, 

False  B,  or  false  lower  B. 
(false  signs  are  like  elementary  ones  written  on  the 
right.) 

Feel  the  secondary  signs  on  page  three.  Notice  how 
they  are  formed  from  elementary  ones  : — 

C  is  made  from  A  with  false  A, 

X       „       „     K    „    false  K, 

FOR  ,,       ,,     L    ,,    false  L, 

G       ,,  B         false  B. 

M  GLASS  (page  five) 

M  The  next  four  signs  belong  to  the  M  Class,  the  first 
sign  being  M-for-More.  Notice  the  space  between  the 
top  and  bottom  dots  :  press  lightly,  or  you  will  not  feel 
it. 

Q.    How  would  you  describe  M  ? 

A .    Like  K-f or-Knowledge  with  a  blunt  top.  There 

is  an  extra  dot  at  the  top  on  the  rimt.    It  is 

long.    Its  dots  are  i,  5  ;  2. 
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Pause  on  M  in  each  word.  Feel  its  hollow  centre. 
The  clear  space  after  A  makes  A  M  easier  to  feel  than 
M  A.  A,  K,  L,  B,  are  the  only  signs  always  followed 
by  this  clear  space.  In  the  third  word  notice  how 
close  together  the  two  signs  are. 

If  you  mistake  M  for  C  your  hand  is  not  flat  enough.  If 
the  bottom  dot  does  not  feel  directly  under  the  left  top 
one  your  hand  is  crooked — go  back  to  the  guiding 
lines. 

SJJ    The  second  sign  is  the  contraction  SH-for-Shall,  used 
when  these  letters  come  together,  as  in  HUSH. 

Q.    What  shape  is  it  ? 

A .  Like  M  reversed.  The  extra  dot  at  the  top  is 
now  on  the  left ;  two  dots  (false  K)  are  on  the 
right. 

Q.  Are  the  tops  of  M-for-More  and  SH-for-Shall 
alike  ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.    Are  their  bottoms  alike  ? 

A .  No  :  the  bottom  dot  of  M  is  on  the  left  (Dot  5)  ; 
that  of  SH  is  on  the  right  (Dot  6 ) . 

Feel  its  hollow  centre.  Should  SH  be  difficult  to 
recognize,  rest  a  few  minutes. 

If  you  mistake  SH  for  C  your  hand  is  not  flat  enough.  If 
the  bottom  dot  does  not  feel  directly  under  the  top 
right  one,  your  hand  is  crooked. 

Examples  of  the  last  two  signs  are  given  in  the  next 
lesson.  Read  the  phrases  at  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
noticing  the  hollow  centres  of  M-for-More  and 
SH-for-Shall. 


REMEMBER 

THE  vSIX 

RULES  OF 

TOUCH 

(see  p. 

10) 
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M  CLASS  continued  (page  seven) 

U  You  have  already  had  examples  of  M-for-More  and 
SH-for-Shall — signs  repeated  on  this  page — pass  on  to 
the  third  sign,  U-for-Us. 

Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A .  Long  ;  like  K  with  a  blunt  bottom,  or  like 
M-for-More  upside  down.  On  the  left  are  the 
two  dots  of  K-for-Knowledge  (Dots  i,  5)  ;: 
on  the  right  there  is  one  at  the  bottom  (Dot  6).. 

Feel  the  hollow  centre.  Notice  the  top  space  on  the 
right.    As  much  can  be  learned  from  spaces  as  from  dots.. 

ING  The  last  sign  is  the  contraction  ING,  as  in  WALKING  r 
coming  twice  in  SINGING.  It  is  never  written  at  the 
beginning  of  a  word. 

Signs  with  a  space  on  either  side  (as  between  guiding; 
lines)  are  WORD  SIGNS.  K  is  the  word  sign  for 
KNOWLEDGE ;  L,  for  LIKE ;  etc.  ING  is  not  a  word 
sign.  It  does  not  stand  alone,  and  is  only  written  alone 
here  to  shew  its  shape. 

Q.    What  is  ING  like  ? 

A .  Long  ;  like  U-for-Us  reversed,  and  again  like 
K  with  a  blunt  bottom.  On  the  left  is  the 
bottom  dot  (Dot  5).  On  the  right  is  false  K 
(Dots  2,  6). 

In  the  examples  feel  the  hollow  centres,  the  top  space 
on  the  left,  and  the  top  dot  on  the  right.  Compare  the 
second  and  third  words.  If  they  seem  alike  your  hand 
is  crooked  on  one  or  both. 

How  are  you  reading  now  ?  From  left  to  right,  or 
from  top  to  bottom  ?  If  you  cannot  yet  read  from  left 
to  right  begin  afresh  on  page  1.  Master  the  correct 
movement  before  your  touch  is  fully  trained  :  do  not 
waste  time  in  hurrying. 

SUMMARY 

Signs  of  the  M  Class  are  long,  with  hollow 
centres,  formed  from  K  and  a  single  dot. 
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TOPS  AND  BOTTOMS 


Find  the  word  LAX  [p.  3:  I.  2)  and  compare  the  tops 
of  L  and  X  : — 

The  top  of  L,  having  one  dot,  is  POINTED,  or  SHARP  : 

That  of  X,  with  two  dots,  is  BLUNT,  or  SQUARE. 

Compare  the  bottoms  : — 

The  bottom  of  L  is  pointed  (one  dot)  : 

That  of  X  is  blunt  (two  dots). 

With  the  exception  of  A  and  C,  signs  have  either  : — 

Pointed  tops  and  bottoms, 

Blunt  tops  and  bottoms,  or 

One  end  blunt,  and  the  other  pointed. 

Elementary  signs — A  K  L  B — are  pointed. 

Secondary  signs — C  X  FOR  G — are  blunt. 

M  class  signs  are  blunt  one  end,  pointed  the  other. 

P  CLASS  (page  nine) 

P    The  first  sign  of  the  P  class  is  P-for-People. 
Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A.  Long  ;  like  L  with  a  blunt  top.  On  the  left  is 
L  (Dots  i,  3,  5)  ;  on  the  right  is  the  top  dot 
(Dot  2). 

Q.    How  do  P-for-People  and  M-for-More  differ  ? 

A.  M  has  a  hollow  centre  which  is  filled  in  by 
Dot  3  in  P. 

Concentrate  first  on  the  top,  then  on  the  bottom, 
lastly  on  the  central  dot.  Finally  feel  the  whole  left 
side  at  once. 

TH  The  second  sign  is  the  contraction  TH-for-This,  used 
in  many  words  containing  TH,  as  in  THROUGH, 
WRATH.  * 

Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A .  Long  ;  again  like  L  with  a  blunt  top  ;  like 
P-for-People  turned  round.  Its  dots  are  i  ; 
2,4,6. 
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Break  the  rule  forbidding  you  to  move  your  finger  up 
and  down.  Run  it  up  the  left  of  TH-for-This,  then  up 
the  right  of  P-for-People,  and  compare  them.  Then 
try  to  feel  the  difference  between  them  as  you  move 
sideways. 

In  the  examples  of  TH-for-This  notice  the  spaces. 
Think  which  dots  are  absent.  Feel  the  blunt  top, 
pointed  bottom,  and  centre  dot.  Compare  LATH  and 
LASH  {p.  5,  I.  2).  Should  any  sign  prove  difficult  go 
back  to  the  previous  word,  then,  moving  slowly  sideways, 
come  to  it  afresh. 

P  CLASS  continued  (page  eleven) 

y    The  third  sign  is  V-for-Very. 
Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A .    Long  ;  like  L  with  a  blunt  bottom  ;  or  like 
P-for-People  upside  down.    It  has  L  on  the 
left  (Dots  i,  3,  5),  and  a  bottom  dot  on  the 
right  (Dot  6). 
Q.    How  do  V-for-Very  and  U-for-Us  differ  ? 
A .    V  has  a  dot  in  the  centre,  where  U  has  a  hollow. 
Feel  the  pointed  top  and  blunt  bottom.    If  the  bottom 
dots  are  not  clear  make  your  hand  flatter.    Feel  the 
centre  dot.    In  the  second  example  notice  the  top  space 
between  the  third  and  fourth  signs.    Why  is  it  so  wide  ? 
A.    The  space  on  the  right  of  V-for-Very  joins 
that  on  the  left  of  ING. 
If  your  hand  is  crooked  you  will  have  trouble  with  the 
third  word. 

BLE    The  fourth  sign  has  two  meanings.     It  is  either  the 
contraction  BLE  or  the  NUMBER  SIGN.    The  fourth 
line  illustrates  BLE,  as  in  TROUBLE.    It  is  never  used 
at  the  beginning  of  a  word,  as  in  BLEAT. 
Q.    What  is  it  like  ?  ~~~~ 
A.    Long;  pointed    top,    blunt    bottom;  like 
V-for-Very  reversed,  three  dots  being  on  the 
right  :  its  dots  are  5  ;  2,  4,  6. 

Feel  its  pointed  top,  blunt  bottom,  and  middle  dot. 
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When  this  sign  (BIVE)  is  the  first  of  a  group  it  is  the 
NUMBER  SIGN,  and  indicates  that  figures  follow,  A 
stands  for  i,  B  for  2,  C  for  3,  and  so  on.  J  is  o,  not  10. 
The  only  difference  between  the  Number  Sign  and 
BLE  is  that  the  Number  Sign  comes  at  the  beginning  of 
a  group,  while  BI^E  comes  in  the  middle  or  at  the  end. 

BLEA  means  1  BI^EJ  means  o,  not  10 

BIyEB     „      2  BIyEAJ    „  10 

BIvEC     „     3,  etc. 

On  the  fifth  line  examples  of  the  Number  Sign  are 
given.  No  space  comes  between  the  Number  Sign  and 
figures  :  when  a  space  comes  the  translation  into  figures 
stops.    Numbers  may  have  letters  added,  as  14th,  15th. 

SUMMARY 

Signs  of  the  P  Class  are  long,  blunt  at  one  end, 
pointed  at  the  other,  with  a  centre  dot,  formed 
from  L  and  a  single  dot. 

Q.    What  is  the  difference  between  the  M  and  P 
classes  ? 

A .    The  M  class  has  a  hollow  centre. 
The  P  class  has  a  dot  in  the  centre. 


E   CLASS  (page  thirteen) 

All  right  hand  pages  of  books,  except  page  1,  are 
numbered,  but  no  left  hand  pages.  Read  the  signs  in  the 
top  right  hand  corner  of  this  page.  BLE  is  the  first  of 
the  group,  indicating  that  numbers  follow  :  the  next 
signs  are  A  (standing  for  1)  and  C  (standing  for  3),  so 
the  page  number  is  13.    Find  page  numbers  3  and  7. 

The  E  class  contains  four  signs,  the  first  being  E-for- 
Every. 

Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A .    Short ;  sloping  downwards  from  left  to  right ; 
its  dots  are  1 ;  4. 
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Do  not  follow  the  direction  of  a  diagonal  sign  with  your 
ringer,  or  straight  signs  will  appear  to  slant.  Feel  E  in 
each  word.  Feel  its  slant,  and  the  top  space  on  the  right. 
If  you  mistake  E  for  B  your  hand  is  crooked.  In  the 
second  word  notice  the  difference  between  B-for-But  and 
E-for-Every.  Feel  how  close  E  is  to  the  sign  following. 
Q.    Why  is  this? 

A .    Because  E  has  a  dot  on  the  right. 

J    The  second  sign  is  I. 

Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A.  Short;  pointed  like  E,  but  slanting  upwards 
from  left  to  right  ;  its  dots  are  3  ;  2. 
Beginners  often  feel  the  top  Dot  (dot  2)  of  I  twice. 
First  they  feel  it  correctly  as  part  of  I.  Then,  moving 
not  quite  far  enough  to  the  right,  they  keep  their  finger 
on  Dot  2  and  call  it  Dot  1  of  the  next  sign.  For 
example  : — In  the  word  IVIVE  a  beginner  will  read 
1,-1-,  then  join  the  top  dot  of  I  to  the  left  of  V  and  call 
it  TH. 

Feel  the  slant  of  I,  and  the  top  space  on  the  left.  Move 
your  finger  away  from  the  top  dot.  Do  not  pivot  your 
hand  on  your  wrist ;  move  both  together. 

E  CLASS  continued  (page  fifteen) 

CH    The  third  sign  is  the  contraction  CH-for-Child,  as  in 
CHAIR. 

Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A .  Long ;  pointed  top  and  bottom ;  slanting 
downwards  like  a  long  E-for-Every.  Its  dots 
are  1  ;  6. 

Q.    What  is  the  centre  like  ? 

A .    Hollow,  like  K-for-Knowledge. 

Q.  How  do  CH-for-Child  and  K-for-Knowledge 
differ  ? 

A .    CH  is  slanting  ;  K  is  straight. 
Feel  the  hollow  centre,  and  spaces  at  the  top  right  and 
bottom  left   corners.    Keep  your  hand  straight. 

19 


The  fourth  sign  is  the  contraction  ST-for-Still,  as  in 
STAKE. 

Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A .  Pointed  both  ends  ;  like  CH-f or-Child  slanting 
in  the  opposite  direction  ;  or  like  a  long  I. 
Its  dots  are  5  ;  2. 

Feel  ST  and  its  hollow  centre.  Put  your  finger  in  the 
spaces  at  the  top  left,  and  bottom  right  corners.  The 
top  of  ST-for-Still  is  like  I — do  not  read  it  twice. 

SUMMARY 

Signs  of  the  E  Class  are  slanting,  pointed 
top  and  bottom,  having  two  dots. 

Q.  Which  eight  signs  have  hollow  centres  ? 
A.    K-for-Knowledge  ;  an  elementary  sign. 

X-for-It ;  a  secondary  sign. 

M-for-More  ;  Sh-for-Shall ;  U-for-Us  ;  and  ING 
in  the  M  class. 

CH-for-Child  ;  and  ST-for-Still  in  the  E  class. 

THE  THIN  DIVISION 

[If  the  touch  is  not  good  this  section  should  be  postponed.] 
Your  fingers  are  now  trained  to  feel : — 
The  clear  space  after  elementary  signs, 
The  hollow  centres  of  M  class  signs, 
Spaces  on  right  or  left  of  pointed  signs. 
Such  spaces  are  caused  by  the  absence  of  dots.  There 
is  another,  narrower  space,  separating  cells,  called  the 
THIN  DIVISION.    On  a  Braille  writing  frame  strips  of 
metal  separate  the  cells;   the  Thin   Division  comes 
underneath  these  strips. 

Stroke  any  guiding  line.  It  is  like  a  row  of  four  C's, 
close  together.  Between  each  C  is  a  tiny  break — the 
Thin  Division.  Now  touch  a  pair  of  guiding  lines. 
There  are  four  X's,  with  three  Thin  Divisions.  If  you 
cannot  feel  this  tiny  space  do  not  be  discouraged  :  try 
frequently,  but  not  for  long  at  a  time.  Keep  your  hand 
limp  ;  press  lightly. 
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Y  CLASS  (page  seventeen) 

The  Y  class  contains  two  signs,  the  first  of  which  is 
Y-for-Y-O-U.  [Note  to  Readers. — As  confusion  may 
arise  between  the  letter  U  and  the  word  YOU  the  word 
should  be  spelled  out.] 

Q.    What  is  Y-for-Y-O-U  like  ? 
A .    Long  ;  like  FOR  with  a  hollow  on  the  left ; 
made  from  K  and  false  L  (Dots  I,  5  ;  2,  4,  6). 

Feel  its  blunt  top  and  bottom,  and  hollow  side.  Try 
to  feel  the  Thin  Divisions.  They  are  between  G 
and  A  in  the  first  word  ;  P  and  A  in  the  second  ;  and 
ST  and  A  in  the  last. 

The  second  sign  is  the  contraction  AND.  It  may  have 
other  signs  added,  as  HANDLE,  WANDER. 

Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A.  Like  Y-for-Y-O-U  reversed — the  hollow  side 
being  now  on  the  right ;  made  from  L  and  false 
K.    Its  dots  are  1,  3,  5  ;  2,  6. 

Q.    Which  four  long  signs  are  blunt  at  both  ends  ? 

A .    X  and  FOR  in  the  secondary  class, 

Y  and  AND  in  the  Y  class.  " 

Q.  What  is  the  only  short  sign  blunt  at  both  ends  ? 
A .    G-for-Go,  in  the  secondary  class. 

Feel  its  blunt  ends  and  hollow  side.  Notice  the  Thin 
Division  in  the  last  word.  In  the  first  phrase  there  are 
12  Thin  Divisions,  and  2  in  the  second.  In  the  word 
SHY  feel  the  Thin  Division  both  at  top  and  bottom. 
Compare  it  with  the  previous  word. 

SUMMARY 

Signs  of  the  Y  class  are  long,  blunt  at  both 
ends,  with  a  hollow  side,  formed  from  K  and  L. 

O  CLASS  (page  nineteen) 

There  are  two  signs  in  this  class,  the  first  being  O. 
Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A .  Long  ;  like  K-f  or- Knowledge  with  a  right 
central  dot ;  pointed  at  both  ends ;  a  triangle 
with  the  apex  on  the  right.   Its  dots  are  1,  5 ;  4. 
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Feel  the  hollow  on  the  left  before  touching  the  central 
dot.  Never  stroke  it  forwards  to  the  middle  and  back- 
wards again  to  the  bottom.  Do  not  join  the  central 
dot  to  the  following  sign  and  read  it  twice.  Feel  the 
Thin  Division  in  the  last  word. 

OW    ^e  secon(i  sign  is  the  contraction  OW,  as  in  BLOW. 
It  never  stands  alone. 
Q.    What  is  it  like  ? 

A .  Long  ;  like  O  reversed  ;  pointed  at  both  ends. 
A  single  dot  (Dot  3)  is  on  the  left :  false  K,  on 
the  right.  The  apex  of  the  triangle  is  on  the 
left  (Dots  3  ;  2,  6). 

In  the  words  illustrating  OW  feel  false  K.  Note  the 
double  Thin  Division  in  the  last  word. 

If  you  mistake  O  for  E,  or  OW  for  I,  your  hand  is  not  fiat 
enough.  If  you  mistake  O  for  U,  or  OW  for  ING  it  is 
crooked.  If  you  confuse  the  O  and  Y  classes  you  are 
not  moving  your  finger  far  enough  to  the  right. 

SUMMARY 

Signs  of  the  O  Class  are  long,  pointed  at 
both  ends,  with  a  hollow  side,  triangular  in 

shape. 

O  CLASS  (page  twenty-one) 

[From  this  point  onwards  the  distinguishing  marks  of  a 
whole  class  are  analysed,  instead  of  each  sign  being 
taken  separately.  Central  guiding  lines  should  be  no 
longer  necessary,  the  reader  should  now  be  able  to  keep 
his  hand  straight  without  their  help.] 

The  Q  class  signs  are  like  FOR  with  one  corner  missing  : 
blunt,  at  one  end,  pointed  at  the  other  ;  formed  from 
Iy  and  B. 

Q  The  first  sign  is  Q-for-Quite.  It  has  Dot  6  missing. 
Concentrate  alternately  on  the  space  in  the  corner  and 
the  thick  centre.  Let  the  cushion  of  your  finger  drop 
into  the  corner  space  :  afterwards  feel  the  two  dots  in  the 
centre.    Finally  feel  space  and  centre  simultaneously. 
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illtres    Centres  are  of  four  kinds  : — 
Hollow,  like  the  M  class, 
Hollow  on  one  side,  like  the  O  and  Y  classes, 
Thin,  like  the  P  class, 

Thick,  like  FOR  and  the  Q  class,  with  two  central 
dots. 

ER  The  second  sign  is  the  contraction  ER,  as  in  CALMER. 
It  has  Dot  5  missing.  Feel  it  as  you  felt  Q-for-Quite 
before  reading  the  words.  In  the  third  example  compare 
the  first  and  third  signs. 

OF    The  third  sign  is  OF,  with  Dot  2  missing. 

-VITH    The  fourth,  WITH,  with  Dot  i  missing. 

OF  and  WITH,  like  AND  and  FOR,  may  have  other 
letters  added,  as  OFT,  WITHOUT. 

The  six  words,  A,  AND,  FOR,  OF,  THE,  WITH,  are 
written  without  a  space  between  them  when  two  or  more 
of  their  number  stand  next  to  one  another. 

AND  THE  MAN  CAME  WITH /A  TRUCK 
AND  /WITH  ,/A  BAG  FOR /THE  BULK  OF  /THE 
BOOKS. 

The  narrative  begins  on  the  fifth  line,  and  is  continued 
on  page  23.  Notice  all  Thin  Divisions.  Do  not  guess  a 
word  by  its  context ;  the  time  for  that  will  come  later. 
Feel  every  sign — do  not  hurry. 

D  CLASS  (page  twenty- five) 

The  D  class  signs  are  short,  three-cornered  signs,  blunt  at 
one  end,  pointed  at  the  other  ;  like  G-for-Go  with  a  dot 
missing,  or  like  the  P  class  shortened.  Do  not  trace  the 
shape  of  these  signs  with  your  finger — move  sideways 
only. 

D  The  first  sign  is  D-for-Do  (Dots  1  ;  2,  4).  It  is  like 
G-for-Go  with  Dot  3  missing,  or  like  a  short  TH-for-This. 
Feel  the  space  in  the  lower  left  corner.  Compare  the 
lengths  of  TH  and  D  in  the  third  word.  Notice  the 
Thin  Divisions. 
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F  The  second  sign  is  F-for-From  (Dots  I,  3  ;  2).  It  is  like 
G-f  or-Go  with  Dot  4  missing,  or  like  a  short  P-for-People. 
Feel  the  space  in  the  lower  right  corner.  Compare  the 
lengths  of  F  and  P  in  the  third  example.  If  you  confuse 
D  and  F  your  hand  is  not  quite  straight. 

H  The  third  sign  is  H-for-Have  (Dots  1,  3  ;  4).  It  is  like 
G-f  or-Go  with  Dot  2  missing  ;  or  like  a  short  V-for-Very 
written  in  the  upper  part  of  the  cell.  Feel  the  space 
at  the  top  right  corner.  Notice  the  Thin  Divisions 
in  the  second  and  third  words.  Compare  H-for-Have 
and  V-for-Very  in  the  last  word. 

J  The  last  sign  is  J-for-Just  (Dots  3  ;  2,  4).  It  is  like 
G-for-Go  with  Dot  1  missing  ;  or  like  a  short  BLE 
written  in  the  upper  part  of  the  cell.  Compare  J 
and  BLE  in  the  last  word. 

If  you  confuse  H  and  J  your  hand  is  either  heavy  or 
slightly  crooked.  If  you  confuse  the  D  and  O  classes 
it  is  very  crooked. 

Read  the  narrative.  If  a  sign  is  difficult  do  not  pass 
on  to  the  next,  but  go  back  to  the  previous  one. 

Lower  D  When  D  is  written  in  the  lower  part  of  the  cell  (Dots 
3  ;  4,  6)  and  follows  a  word,  it  is  a  full  stop.  If  there  is 
doubt  about  its  position  remember  that  Lower  D 
strikes  a  lower  part  of  the  ringer  than  Upper  D. 

N  CLASS  (page  twenty -nine) 

The  N  class  signs  are  long ;  hollow  on  one  side ; 
formed  from  K  and  B.  Like  the  Y  class  with  one  corner 
missing,  or  the  O  class  with  one  blunt  end. 

If  you  confuse  signs  of  the  N  and  D  classes  your  hand 
is  not  flat  enough. 

N  The  first  sign  is  N-for-Not  (Dots  1,  5  ;  2,  4).  Feel  the 
blunt  top,  pointed  bottom,  and  hollow  side.  N  and  Y, 
and  N  and  O,  are  often  confused,  but  these  mistakes 
do  not  arise  from  a  crooked  hand.  Usually  the  finger 
has  not  moved  far  enough  to  the  right,  or  is  heavy. 
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The  second  sign  is  the  contraction  ED  (Dots  i,  3;  2,  6), 
as  in  SMILED.  If  the  hand  is  heavy  or  not  flat  enough 
it  will  be  mistaken  for  AND.  Notice  its  hollow  side, 
blunt  top,  and  pointed  bottom. 

The  third  sign  is  Z-for-As  (Dots  1,  5 ;  4,  6).  No 
convenient  word  begins  with  Z,  so  AS  is  used  for  a  word 
sign.  Notice  the  hollow  side,  pointed  top,  and  blunt 
bottom.  Study  it  carefully  :  Z  does  not  occur  often 
enough  in  English  books  to  become  easily  familiar. 
Like  N,  it  may  be  confused  with  both  Y  and  O. 

The  last  sign  is  THE  (Dots  3,  5  ;  2,  6).  Other  signs  may 
be  added,  as  BATHE,  GATHER.  The  contraction  TH 
is  not  written  before  E,  THE  being  used  instead.  THE 
is  one  of  the  six  words  written  without  a  space  between 
them  when  any  two  of  their  number  come  together 
(see  p.  23. )  Do  not  confuse  THE  with  AND  :  its  top 
is  different.  Feel  its  hollow  side,  pointed  top,  and  blunt 
bottom. 

In  the  narrative  notice  the  distinguishing  characteristics 
of  the  N  class  ;  feel  all  spaces,  dots,  and  Thin  Divisions. 
If  you  confuse  signs  of  different  classes  search  for  the 
reason. 

S    CLASS  (page  thirty -three) 

The  S  class  signs  are  long ;  pointed  at  both  ends. 
Like  the  P  class  with  a  corner  missing  ;  made  from  B  and 
a  single  dot. 

The  first  sign  is  S-for-So  (Dots  3,  5  ;  2).  Notice  its 
slant  towards  the  right  at  the  top.  Put  your  finger  in 
the  top  left-hand  corner. 

If  you  confuse  S-for-So  with  P-for-People  your  hand, 
though  straight,  is  heavy.  If  you  confuse  S  and  THE 
your  hand  is  either  not  flat  enough  or  heavy.  If  you 
confuse  S-for-So  and  L-for-Like  your  hand  is  crooked. 
By  feeling  for  the  clear  space  after  L  this  mistake 
will  be  avoided. 
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WH  The  second  sign  is  the  contraction  WH-for-Which 
(Dots  i  ;  4,  6),  as  in  WHY.  Feel  its  slant  downwards 
from  the  top.  Put  your  finger  in  the  top  right  hand 
corner,  especially  in  the  second  word.  If  you  confuse 
WH  and  TH  your  hand  is  at  least  straight,  though  not 
so  if  you  confuse  it  with  D. 

QfJ  The  third  sign  is  the  contraction  GH  (Dots  I,  3  ;  6),  as 
in  MIGHT.  It  never  stands  alone.  Notice  how  GH 
slants  at  the  bottom.  Put  your  finger  in  the  space  at 
the  bottom  left  corner. 

Q.    What  sign  of  the  P  class  does  it  resemble  ? 
A.  V-for-Very. 

AR    The  last  sign  is  the  contraction  AR  (Dots  5  ;  2,  4),  as 
in  ARM.    AR  is  also  the  POETRY  SIGN.    To  save 
space  verses  of  poetry  are  written  without  a  break,  like 
prose,  the  end  of  each  line  being  indicated  by  AR  : — 
"  Mary  had  a  little  lamb,  AR  Its  fleece  was  white  as 
snow,  AR  And  everywhere  that  Mary  went  AR  That 
lamb  was  sure  to  go." 

If  you  confuse  AR  with  O  your  hand  is  crooked.  You 
can  put  your  finger  in  the  top  left  corner  of  AR — you 
cannot  do  this  with  O. 

R  CLASS  (page  thirty-seven) 

The  R  class  contains  two  signs.  They  are  long; 
pointed  top  and  bottom  ;  like  L  or  false  Iy  with  an  extra 
central  dot. 

R  The  first  sign  is  R-for-Rather  (Dots  1,  3,  5  ;  4). 
Concentrate  on  the  top  corner  space  ;  then  on  the 
bottom  one  ;  then  on  both  at  once.  Afterwards  feel  the 
thick  centre  and  spaces  alternately.  Finally  feel  the 
centre  and  spaces  simultaneously.  Practise  this  method 
till  the  thick  centre  is  realised. 

W  The  second  sign  is  W-for-Will  (Dots  3  ;  2,  4.  6).  Feel 
it  as  you  felt  R-for-Rather.  Though  it  may  be  easy  to 
guess  the  second  word  of  each  phrase  every  sign  should 
be  felt.  Move  at  a  uniform  speed.  Do  not  hurry  over 
difficult  signs — slacken  pace  for  easy  ones. 
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T  CLASS  (page  forty-one) 

The  T  class  contains  two  signs.  They  have  corner 
spaces  diagonally  opposite  one  another,  and  are  "  like 
a  chair  with  one  leg."  They  are  long  ;  pointed  top  and 
bottom  ;  with  thick  centres  ;  formed  from  upper  and 
lower  B.  Feel  first  the  spaces,  then  the  thick  centres, 
finally  both  simultaneously. 

T     The  first  sign  is  T-for-That  (Dots  3,  5;  2,  4),  made  from 
lower  B  and  false  upper  B. 

If  you  do  not  feel  the  thick  centre  clearly  you  will 
confuse  it  with  S-for-So.  If  you  do  not  feel  the  bottom 
space  you  will  confuse  it  with  WITH. 

OU  The  second  sign  is  the  contraction  OU-for-Out,  as  in 
FOUR.    (Dots  1,  3  ;  4,  6.) 

The  signs  of  the  T  and  R  classes  are  often  confused. 
The  only  way  to  distinguish  them  is  by  feeling  the  two 
corner  spaces  correctly  : — 

In  R  both  spaces  are  on  the  right. 
In  W  they  are  on  the  left. 

In  T  one  is  at  the  top  left,  the  other  at  the  bottom 
right. 

In  OU  one  is  at  the  bottom  left,  the  other  at  the  top 
right. 

CONCLUSION 

You  are  now  ready  for  your  first  reading  book.  You 
have  still  to  learn  to  distinguish  the  lower  and  the  false 
signs,  but  this  should  not  present  much  difficulty.  AH 
that  remains  is  a  matter  of  memory. 

[The  sequel  to  this  manual  is  BRAILLE  READING 
SIMPLIFIED] 
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KEY 

ELEMENTARY  CLASS  (p.  1) 


Guiding  Guiding 
I^ines  Twines 


K  for  Knowledge!  kaka 

L  for  Like        ZZZZZ  all 

B  for  But  = —  ball    bab  alb 

SECONDARY  CLASS  (p.  3) 

C  for  Can  — _ _  ca^    ^ac^  back 
X  for  It  ZZZZZ  lax 

FOR  ZZZZZ  fork 

G  for  Go         ZZZZZ  lag    bag  gag 
call  a  cab 

M  CLASS  (p.  5) 

M  for  More  ;  am    Max  form 

SH  for  Shall     .  lash    gash  mash 

U  for  Us 
ING 

a  back  form 

a  black  bag  for  cash 
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M  CLASS  cont.  (p.  7) 

M  for  More 

SH  for  Shall 

U  for  Us  ZZZZZ  bull    lux  gum 

ING  JZZZZ  calling  making  shaking 

forming  a  club 

P  CLASS  (p.  9) 

P  for  People  lap    pax  push 

TH  for  This  lath   forth  thumb 

V  for  Very 

packing  a  bag 
making  a  path 


P  CLASS  cont.  (p.  11) 

P  for  People 

TH  for  This 

V  for  Very  vamp    paving  shaving 

BLE  or  able    babble  valuable 

NUMBER  Sign  123  12th 

pack  a  shaving  mug  for  Max 
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E  CLASS  (p.  13) 


E  for  Every 


ale    beg  mule 


I 


live    mix  ship 


CH  for  Child 
ST  for  Still 

a  thick  cape  for  Mabel 
I  am  giving  Alice  a  pebble 

E  CLASS  cont.  (p.  15) 

E  for  Every 
I 

CH  for  Child  chap    chill  chuck 

ST  for  Still  stab    stable  stump 


a  chap  came  pushing  past  me 


give  Max  a  thick  stick  for  me 


Y  CLASS  (p.  17) 


Y  for  Y-O-U 


gay   pay  stay 


AND 


land    band  stand 


I  am  checking  my  pace  for  I 
may  |  stumble  and  vex  my  shy 
pupil  | 


I  am  buying  a  bath  for  baby  | 
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O  CLASS  (p.  19) 


O  ox    oak  log 

OW  low    cow  owl 

I  am  giving  each  boy  plum 
and  apple  | 

She  came  for  my  best  thimble  | 


0  CLASS  (p.  21) 

Q  for  Quite  quill    quick  equal 

ER  baker    lover  quicker 


OF 


WITH 


A  blushing  boy  with  /a  queer  yellow 
box  and /a  |  big  bale  of  cloth  came 
quickly  past  me  |  (p.  23)  looking  for /a 
baker  with /a  blue  vest  and /a  chap  | 
with /a  stable  key 


D  CLASS  (p.  25) 


D  for  Do  pad  dad  thud 

F  for  From  flax  fly  fop 

H  for  Have  hag  hip  hive 

J  for  Just  jam  jug  jumble 

A  thick  mist  came  quickly  over  hill 
and  J  dale  hiding  each  elm  and  oak 
and  beech  with /a  |  (p. 27)  covering  of 
damp  fog.  I 

A  dim  glowing  lamp  over  a  village 
shop  I  gave  forth  a  feeble  jerky  flame. 
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N  CLASS  (p.  29) 


N  for  Not  pan    fun  nod 

ED  called    kicked  vexed 

Z  for  As  lazy    haze  daze 

THE  them    they  then 

A  man  gave  Jane  a  stiff  piece  of  | 
thick  gauze  and/a  Bible  faded  and 
yellow  with  |  (p.31)  age.  He  demanded 
a  shilling  for  them  and  |  Jane  handed 
them  back.  Then  the  old  chap 
showed  I  her  a  copper  box  with/ a 
queer  old  lock. 


S  CLASS  (p.  33) 


S  for  So 

WH  for  Which 

GH 

AR  or  POETRY  sign 


calls    packs  says 
while    why  whiff 
ghost    thigh  high 
lard    farm  dark 


Mice  came  and  nibbled  a  piece  of 
cheese  |  placed  on  the  highest  shelf 
of /the  larder  with/the  jars  |  (p. 35) 
of  jam.  I  am  amazed  and  vexed.  | 

Now  while  all  the  boys  are  laughing 
lay  the  |  cloth  for  supper  quickly. 
Then  boil  me  an  |  egg. 
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R  CLASS  (p.  37) 


R  for  Rather  ram    rug  fur 

W  for  Will  claw  wax  wild 

Ducks  quack.  Fishes  swim  Sparrows  | 
chirp.  Foxes  hide.  Bumble  bees  buzz.  | 
Wasps  sting.  Whales  splash.  Worms 
crawl.  |  Frogs  jump.  Pigs  are  greedy. 
Birds  |  (p. 39)  fly.  Hares  and  deer 
both  run  fast.  |  Larks  sing  for  love 
of  /the  sun.    Babies  laugh  with  |  glee. 


T  CLASS  (p.  41) 

T  for  That  at    tap  tug 

OU  for  Out  loud    double  house 

We  stayed  for/the  first  three  weeks 
of  July  J  on  a  poultry  farm  and  helped 
the  farmer  with/the  |  feeding  of /the 
fowls.  Once  we  took  our  lunch 
and  I  we  sat  high  up  on  the  |  downs 
looking  over  a  |  (p.43)  valley.  We  all 
lazily  watched  the  |  sheep  nibble  the 
grass.  And  while  we  sat  |  quiet  we 
saw  a  fox  trot  past. 


33 


False  ) 
Signs ) 


ALPHABET  (p.  45) 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

K 

L 

M 

N 

0 

P 

Q 

R 

S 

T 

U 

V 

X 

Y 

Z 

And 

For 

Of 

The 

With 

Ch 

Gh 

Sh 

Th 

Wh 

Ed 

Er 

Ou 

Ow 

W* 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 

Bottom 

St 

Ing 

Ble 

Ar 

A 

C 

Lowei 

Lower 

Bottom 

A 

B 

L 

A 

K 

B 

A 

♦As  Braille  is  of  French  origin  W  is  not  in  its  usual  position. 
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